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After two long years of online 
meetings, the BBMRI.be family was 
finally united on June 2nd 2022  at 
our BBMRI.be annual meeting! 

We were very happy to welcome 53 
participants to our meeting. The 
attendees were not only BBMRI.be 
members, but also representatives of 
different stakeholder communities 
representing patient organisations, 
industry, the government,  research 
infrastructures and other scientific 
organisations closely linked to 
biobanks.  

The morning session kicked off with a 
welcome session by the President 
and National Node Director of 
BBMRI.be who presented the main 
changes on the BBMRI.be and 
BBMRI-ERIC level in the last year. 
Thereafter, the (co)chairs of the 
Working Groups presented the 
achievements and upcoming 
activities of the six Working Groups 
of BBMRI.be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the afternoon, three interactive 
workshops were organized on:  

- The Belgian biobank law 
- Communication on biobanks 
- Sustainability of biobanks 

 

 

 

 

 

INFO ON WORKSHOPS!!  

 

The participants of the ELSI 
workshop discussed the changes in 
the Belgian biobank law  and worked 
out an approach to define which 
research falls under the term “genetic 
research” as defined in the law. This 
feedback will be included in the 
guidelines about Belgian Biobank law 
that the ELSI WG is developing. 

In the Stakeholder Involvement 
workshop, we brainstormed about 
how to communicate about 
biobanks. This input will be the basis 
for a communication campaign about 
biobanks in collaboration with our 
different stakeholders. 

During the Sustainability workshop, 
the TEARDROP project was 
presented and discussed as a use case 
for sustainable biobanking. The 
participants identified the different 
stakeholders and costs associated 
with biobanking process. This will be 
further elaborated on in the 
Sustainability Working Group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many thanks to all the presenters, chairs and 

attendees for your contribution to this meeting! 

 

BBMRI.be  annual meeting 2022 

http://bbmri.be/
http://bbmri.be/
https://www.bbmri.be/structure/
https://www.bbmri.be/structure/
http://www.bbmri.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-02-23-Adapted-Belgian-biobank-law.pdf
http://www.bbmri.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-02-23-Adapted-Belgian-biobank-law.pdf
https://www.crig.ugent.be/en/news/teardrop-consortium-founded-to-help-research-find-its-way-to-improved-treatments-for-children
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Meet our Quality coordinator  

Stakeholder Involvement Working Group  
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These stakeholder representatives have an advisory role for our Working Group, 
while the BBMRI.be members have an operational role. They will be consulted on 
a regular basis to define their needs and expectations and in the validation phase 
of certain deliverables of the working programme. 

In this newsletter, we would like to introduce you to the concept of our Stakeholder 
Involvement Working Group. In contrast to the other Working Groups of 
BBMRI.be, the Stakeholder Involvement Working group does not only include 
BBMRI.be members, but also representatives from external organisations of 
different stakeholder categories, currently industry and patients. This will in the 
future be further expanded to other stakeholders (e.g. researchers, governance, 
funding agencies, …) 

Chair: Elke Smits 
Co-chair: Patrick Miqueu 

We are very happy to introduce our newly appointed BBMRI.be Quality 
Coordinator to you all!  Mieke De Wilde, a familiar face for many members 
of BBMRI.be, has taken up the challenge to guide us on the road towards 
ISO 20387 accreditation. 

Mieke  obtained her Master Degree in both Biology and Biochemistry at 
the University of Antwerp. After five years of research at the KU Leuven 
and UAntwerpen, she entered the biobank world as tumorbank manager 
at the University Hospital of Antwerp. From 2015 onwards, she  worked as 
biobank quality manager in the biobank  of Antwerp and since last year in 
the biobank of the GZA hospital.  
 
As Quality coordinator of the B3-ISO project, Mieke will be the key person 
of the project that connects all partners involved. She will translate the ISO 
20387  standard in the workflow and for each step coordinate with all of 
the involved biobanks. She will also be the link between the Quality 
initiatives at the BBMRI.be level and BBMRI-ERIC level.  

Mieke will be based at the coordination office of BBMRI.be at the Belgian 
Cancer Registry  from July 11th 2022 onwards. She will get into contact will 
all of the BBMRI.be biobanks soon to kick-off the B3-ISO project! 

                        Project financed by:  
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BBMRI-ERIC and ESBB are delighted to announce 
the Europe Biobank Week Roadshow. The EBW 
Roadshow consists of a series of smaller regional face-to-
face events covering a fine selection of hot topics in 
biobanking. The first stop of the EBW22 Roadshow will be 
in Regensburg, Germany on September, 19-20. 

The focus will be on the manifold aspects of Quality in 
Biobanking. Details of the program can be found here. 
Registration will open on June 28th! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Integrated Services for 
Infectious Disease Research 
(ISIDORe) has announced the 
launch of its first call for 
proposals to support 
scientists with an interest in 
SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19.  
The call is multidisciplinary and open to all (both private 
and public sector). Read more about the application details 
on the ISIDORe website. 

 

On Thursday May 12th 2022, the first IT forum of BBMRI.be 
was organized.  It was the first session of a series of three 
focusing on the use of software systems in the biobanks for 
sample/data management.  In this first session, we focused 
on biobanks using the SLIMS system (Agilent). During the 
two upcoming sessions we will take a closer look to 
biobanks using other commercial systems  (September  
15th 2022) and biobanks with in house developed software 
(October 15th  2022).   

Contact us to receive the meeting link if you want to join . 

 

On 5 April 2022, the European Alliance of 
Medical Research Infrastructures, EU-
AMRI was launched in Brussels.  This 
initiatives enforces the collaborations 
between three  important health research 

infrastructures: EATRIS (translational medicine),  ECRIN 
(clinical research) and BBMRI (biobanks).  

More about EU-AMRI? Visit eu-amri.org 

 

 
The BBMRI-ERIC Common Service (CS) IT User Forum 
seeks to gather feedback from people who are using the 
BBMRI-ERIC Directory and Negotiator. By joining the User 
Forum you have the chance to help with the  development 
of  IT resources for the biobanking community. This allows 
us to provide a more user-friendly experience and adjust 
according to user needs. 

Read more... and answer our colleagues from the CS IT 
now!  

 

FLASH NEWS 

BBMRI.be 

 

secretariat.BBMRIbe@kankerregister.org 
 

Belgian Cancer Registry 

Koningsstraat 215 box 7  
 1210 Brussel – Bruxelles 

www.bbmri.be 
Follow us on LinkedIn 

ISIDORE project: first access call open! 

Europe Biobank Week 2022: Roadshow 

Kick-off EU-AMRI 

 

BBMRI.be IT Forum 

Join the BBMRI-ERIC CS IT User Forum 

 

https://www.bbmri-eric.eu/news-events/europe-biobank-week-roadshow-2022/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbbmri-eric.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc7415c09f5c4d908a6ec9388d%26id%3Db215c5970d%26e%3D6aa590cec7&data=05%7C01%7CAnnelies.Debucquoy%40kankerregister.org%7C9715fa062ff14630c21d08da434e3802%7C8848e5502a354b089e159ed61ab22a63%7C0%7C0%7C637896300479086885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rif1DcIEabd5aUOcXx603JFV421YgJeaerbj2jMC2WE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:secretariat.BBMRIbe@kankerregister.org
https://eatris.eu/
https://ecrin.org/
https://www.bbmri-eric.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbbmri-eric.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc7415c09f5c4d908a6ec9388d%26id%3D80c94951ec%26e%3D7e1d19729d&data=05%7C01%7Cannelies.debucquoy%40kankerregister.org%7C0630d2f13abc4bff8b6108da26b5894a%7C8848e5502a354b089e159ed61ab22a63%7C0%7C0%7C637864858398999727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C76ZgGyk8UGPuLR8Hbbeu5T9xOdtBCtkvZ3XY%2FM1juQ%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZnlH4QTBPDGSk832HcnaFCKk_SV67AkcYS4ZFGKtV-FVDCg/viewform
mailto:secretariat.BBMRIbe@kankerregister.org
http://www.bbmri.be/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11366568/

