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The Bordet 
Institute's tumour 

bank opens its 
doors to patients 

associations  

 

On behalf of BBMRI.be,  we wish 
you all a very Happy New Year and a 

sparkling start of 2023! 

Biobank info day @ Bordet 

On December 1st, BBMRI.be organized in collaboration with the Jules Bordet Institute 
and the LUSS (League of health users), a biobank info day to discuss the way biobanks 
are perceived by patients and citizens.  

The day was initiated with an introduction to the biobank world, followed by a visit to 
the biobank of the Jules Bordet Institute. In the afternoon, a focus group was organized 
to dive in deeper on the essential role of biobanks in research and the importance of 
cooperation between care institutions, biobank networks and patients associations.  

Many thanks to the co-organizers and the participating patients for this inspiring 

day!  

 

  

https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/news/thu-12012022-0851/bordet-institute-s-tumour-bank-opens-its-doors-patients-associations
https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/news/thu-12012022-0851/bordet-institute-s-tumour-bank-opens-its-doors-patients-associations
https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/news/thu-12012022-0851/bordet-institute-s-tumour-bank-opens-its-doors-patients-associations
https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/news/thu-12012022-0851/bordet-institute-s-tumour-bank-opens-its-doors-patients-associations
https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/news/thu-12012022-0851/bordet-institute-s-tumour-bank-opens-its-doors-patients-associations
https://www.bordet.be/en/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ebe2a03af24bcb4eJmltdHM9MTY3MTc1MzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNTUxMGRkYy1lOTE3LTY0OWUtMmVjOS0xZmVlZWQxNzY2ZjAmaW5zaWQ9NTE5Ng&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=15510ddc-e917-649e-2ec9-1feeed1766f0&psq=luss+ligue&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubHVzcy5iZS8&ntb=1
https://www.bordet.be/index.php/en/tumour-bank
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EBW22 Roadshow 

New biobank (user) partners! 

 

During the Roadshow on Quality,  the BBMRI.be Quality manager (Mieke De Wilde) presented the plans for the B3-ISO 
project that was kicked of earlier this year.  Elke Smits, president of BBMRI.be, was member of the organizing committee for 
the Pediatric roadshow and  presented the role of community engagement as a backbone  to strengthen paediatric 
biobanking.  Liselot Mus, one of our biobank users, presented during the Pediatric roadshow her TEARDRoP project . 

 

During the autumn of 2022, 
BBMRI-ERIC organized two 
Europe Biobank Roadshows 

as an alternative for the 
Europe Biobank Week 2022 

meeting. 

The first roadshow, focused 
on Quality while the topic of 

the second roadshow was 
Pediatric Biobanking and 

Minor Engagement. 

 

 

 

With the support of the Olivia Hendrickx Research Fund, the ‘Team EARly DRug 
development in Paediatric oncology (TEARDRoP)’ consortium was founded to 
support the translation of new research findings in the field of pediatric oncology 
to new therapeutic options, making science find its way to children in need of new 
and better treatments. In specific, the consortium aims to support biobanking 
efforts through a bottom-up approach by: 

(i) bringing in to (clinical) practice practical flows for the biobanking of 

human body material for (inter)national academic clinical studies 

and general research, embedded into routine in order to help 

healthcare workers,  

(ii) set-up a national pediatric oncological-specific biobank collection as 

these are rare and precious materials 

The longitudinal collection and access to patient material via this biobanking effort 
is crucial for the translation of (basic) research findings to the clinic, and is of utmost 
importance for the development and selection of the best fit treatment for each 
patient, the focus of personalized medicine. To ensure all (Belgian) patients benefit 
from the initiative, the TEARDRoP consortium has a close partnership with the 
‘Belgian Society of Pediatric Haematology Oncology (BSPHO)’, an organization that 
has been supporting academic research into children’s cancer for years. 

Find out more about this biobank user here. 
Contact person: Dr. Ir.Liselot Mus, PhD (Liselot.Mus@uzgent.be) 

 

 

 

 

The Imec Biobank was registered in the fall of 2021 with the 
mission to support the research and development projects of 
Imec (Interuniversity Microelectronic Center) in Belgium in the 
domain of in vitro medical diagnostic technologies. Imec is a 
world-class leading research center in the domains of 
nanoelectronics and digital technologies. The institute Imec 
develops advanced applications in lab-on-chip for life sciences 
and healthcare: cell sorting for drug discovery, high-
performance digital PCR for medical diagnostics, and 
biosensors for biomarkers. The biobank works with freshly 
donated blood samples and hosts a variety of cell lines of 
human and animal origin some of which are also genetically 
modified.  

Find out more about this biobank here. 

Contact person: Dr Dimiter Prodanov MD, PhD 
biobank@imec.be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very happy to present you our new biobank and biobank user partners! 

 

 

https://www.crig.ugent.be/nl/node/1105
mailto:Liselot.Mus@uzgent.be
https://www.imec-int.com/en/applications/life-sciences-and-health-solutions
mailto:biobank@imec.be
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B3-ISO project 

The BBMRI.be Directory has a new look ! 

 

 
The BBMRI.be Directory has been refreshed with a new 
look in line with the new version of the BBMRI-ERIC 
Directory. This new user-friendly look will allow 
researchers to find quickly the samples and data they are 
looking for in the biobanks of BBMRI.be.  
 

 

Within the B3-ISO project, we launched an online survey to do a first gap analyses and collect 
expectations/needs/priorities/concerns from the BBMRI.be biobanks as a starting point for the project. The survey showed 
that 13 of the 18 BBMRI.be biobanks are interested to participate in this project in order to improve their quality level and 
work towards the ISO 20387 biobank accreditation. From the participating biobanks, the goal midway the project (June 
2024) is to obtain quality level 2 for four biobanks, quality level 3 for six biobanks and quality level 4 for three biobanks. By 
the end of the project (June 2026), ten of the BBMRI.be biobanks aim to have obtained ISO 20387 accreditation.   

Our main goal for the coming year is to development guidelines, templates and policies  and  to organize webinars to support 
the biobanks in this process.  We will also develop a FAQ list about (the process towards) ISO 20387 accreditation.  

If your biobank would like to join the project, if you have any questions about ISO 20387 to be added to the FAQ list or any 
other question on the project, then don’t hesitate to reach out to us via B3-ISO@kankerregister.org 

 

 

 

Have a look here to see our available 
collections: https://directory.bbmri.be/ 

 

In the Directory 
you can find 29 

collections from 
17 BBMRI.be 

biobanks! 

https://directory.bbmri.be/
https://directory.bbmri-eric.eu/#/
https://directory.bbmri-eric.eu/#/
mailto:B3-ISO@kankerregister.org
https://directory.bbmri.be/
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In November 2022, the 
Belgian Virtual Tumorbank 
published a newsletter 
focusing on the availability 
of other human body 
material besides residual 
tumour tissue. Take a look 
at the newsletter to find out 
if they have the samples you 
are looking for.  
 
The full newsletter is 
available here. 

 
 

 

BBMRI-ERIC and ESBB, signed a historic memorandum 
of understanding between their organizations at the 
recent Europe Biobank Week Roadshow Meeting & 
Exhibit in Regensburg, Germany. 

Both organizations agree to plan and carry out 
diverse collaborative activities, ranging from future 
EBWs, joint symposium and workshops to increased 
efforts in public affairs, and joint applications for EU 
funding calls. Read more here  

 
 

 

 
Are you interested to find out which activities are 
planned within BBMRI-ERIC for the upcoming years?  
 
Have a look at the Work 
Program that was developed  
and find out which services will 
be available,  which (new) 
activities will be organized and 
which (new) collaborations will 
be set up in the next years.  
 
BBMRI-ERIC Work Program 
2022-2024 

 

 

 

 
The Monitoring and 
Evaluation of Research and 

Innovation-department  
(MERI) of BELSPO  has 
published the newest edition 
of the BRISTI (The Belgian 
Report on Science, 
Technology and Innovation). 
This report is  an actual and 
complete source of 

information on research and innovation in Belgium 
and gives a view on future policy perspectives. 

 

BBMRI.be 

 

secretariat.BBMRIbe@kankerregister.org 
 

Belgian Cancer Registry 

Koningsstraat 215 box 7  
 1210 Brussel – Bruxelles 

www.bbmri.be 
Follow us on LinkedIn 

Flash news 

ESBB and BBMRI-ERIC formalize closer 
collaboration 

BBMRI-ERIC Work Program 
 

BVT Newsletter 

 

Belgian Report on Science, 
Technology and Innovation 2021  

 

https://virtualtumourbank.kankerregister.org/tumourbank.aspx?url=BVT_Newsletter
https://www.bbmri-eric.eu/
https://esbb.org/
file://///bcr.local/bcrdata/users/Annelies/My%20Documents/BBMRI/ESBB%20and%20BBMRI-ERIC%20formalise%20closer%20collaboration%20-%20BBMRI-ERIC:%20Making%20New%20Treatments%20Possible
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbmri-eric.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FBBMRI-ERIC_work-program_2022-2024_DIGITAL.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnnelies.Debucquoy%40kankerregister.org%7Ccd12bd433ff64f37b9e708da9d34dfbf%7C8848e5502a354b089e159ed61ab22a63%7C0%7C0%7C637995147675823314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BWD2f89gpm%2FA8Q3EZsS6kn9hfnvafYm%2BnjcDti8NgUM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbmri-eric.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FBBMRI-ERIC_work-program_2022-2024_DIGITAL.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnnelies.Debucquoy%40kankerregister.org%7Ccd12bd433ff64f37b9e708da9d34dfbf%7C8848e5502a354b089e159ed61ab22a63%7C0%7C0%7C637995147675823314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BWD2f89gpm%2FA8Q3EZsS6kn9hfnvafYm%2BnjcDti8NgUM%3D&reserved=0
https://meri.belspo.be/site/docs/news/BRISTI%202021%20EN%20version.pdf
https://meri.belspo.be/site/docs/news/BRISTI%202021%20EN%20version.pdf
https://meri.belspo.be/site/docs/news/BRISTI%202021%20EN%20version.pdf
mailto:secretariat.BBMRIbe@kankerregister.org
http://www.bbmri.be/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11366568/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbmri-eric.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FBBMRI-ERIC_work-program_2022-2024_DIGITAL.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnnelies.Debucquoy%40kankerregister.org%7Ccd12bd433ff64f37b9e708da9d34dfbf%7C8848e5502a354b089e159ed61ab22a63%7C0%7C0%7C637995147675823314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BWD2f89gpm%2FA8Q3EZsS6kn9hfnvafYm%2BnjcDti8NgUM%3D&reserved=0
https://meri.belspo.be/site/docs/news/BRISTI%202021%20EN%20version.pdf
https://virtualtumourbank.kankerregister.org/tumourbank.aspx?url=BVT_Newsletter

