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Action Plan BBMRI.be

BBMRI.be
Action plan 2026-2029

BBMRI.be is proud to present its new action plan,
outlining the strategic priorities and collaborative
efforts that will guide our network in the coming
term. BBMRI.be brings together biobanks,
researchers, institutions, and stakeholders to
enhance the quality, accessibility, and impact of
biobank-based research. Central to this mission are
six dedicated working groups, each focusing on a
key area of biobank development and sustainability.
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Together, these six working groups form the
backbone of BBMRI.be’s action plan. Their
coordinated
efforts will drive innovation, enhance research
quality, and ensure that biobanks continue to serve
the needs of science and society.

The full action plan can be consulted here

Quality Handbook for biobanks

The Quality Coordinator of BBMRIbe (Mieke De Wilde) | ¥ B $95ifha i e0R0e oo
and her QM colleagues developed a harmonized

1SO020387:2018 implementation guidance including a
quality manual, a glossary and a template library. After
meticulous review by 25 experts from 10 countries, the

BBMRI-ERIC national nodes endorsed the Quality
Handbook for Biobanks.

A great example of partnership across German Biobank
Network (GBN), BBMRI.pl, BBMRI.be and Swiss
Biobanking to advance harmonized quality standards
for biobanks — from the first idea in 2023 to a
European reference framework built through shared
expertise and teamwork.

Link to the Quality Hand Book
Link to the interview

Authors: Mha Tuyen Fran'™, Joséphine Uldn™. Agnieszia MaberaWillkiewicz™ and
Arvsmicion Dw Wikde'™

Hary confributors: Lisa Schrade’, Comelia Stumpiner’, Teresa Escimez’. Joanna Gledska:
Diencer” and Baerbel Foesel

Quality Handbook for
Biobanks

A joint initiative of the

! German Bicbank Network (GBN) / BBMRI de,
 Swiss Biobanking / BEMRIL.ch,

* BBMRI.pl,

4 BEMRI be.

* Comasponding sathor: (s e phaniohanis g6
! T ec-authers coniotutod equaly 1o B werk

Version: 1

Date: 2026-03-05



https://www.bbmri.be/downloads/
https://www.bbmri.be/downloads/
http://www.bbmri.be/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Action-plan-BBMRI.be-2026-2029_FINAL.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/german-biobank-network/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/german-biobank-network/
https://www.linkedin.com/redir/redirect/?url=http%3A%2F%2FBBMRI%2Epl&urlhash=wwh5&mt=NgHNH20AWpwEnDPxOqVSNZ7RWRFKmQG1hAMvesqjsdaTybohCRa-MU6H2KmH0-rH0jBNH6tmOW6Q8rxb75OPStNnwomwZN86k4PNz1LtW8gjwXkOeZLm2Z1l0A&isSdui=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bbmri-be/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/swiss-biobanking-platform/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/swiss-biobanking-platform/
https://zenodo.org/records/18197175
https://www.netzwerk-universitaetsmedizin.de/en/platforms/gbn/news-events/news/detail?tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=776&cHash=7bf7a1c67bb1e2b40b28f569d15bf9b9

"Annual meeting BBMRI.be

On November 26th, the Belgian biobank
community came together for the annual
BBMRI.be meeting at UZ Leuven.

After some warm welcome words from Elke
Smits, President of BBMRI.be, and Annelies
Debucquoy, National Node Director of
BBMRI.be, this year’s highlight was a dedicated
One Health session.

In the afternoon, we continued with two hands-on workshops focused on key biobank challenges:
1. Evaluating, selecting and implementing a BIMS
2. Towards an updated Belgian biobank law
The event was concluded with a tour in the biobank facilities of UZLeuven.
More details on the event can be found here

Auditor training 1ISO 20387

Strengthening Quality in BBMRI.be
biobanks!

In November, staff from the
BBMRI.be biobanks were taking
part in an intensive training to
become quality auditors for ISO
20387 organised at the Belgian
Cancer Registry.

After two intensive and inspiring

days, our BBMRI.be biobank staff
are now fully trained as peer-to-
peer auditors for BBMRI-ERIC.

Read more here:
Day 1
Day 2
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Europe Biobank Week

N EUROPE e | +HEBMREERE The full programme of EBW26,
BIOBANK g : including pre-conference
b workhops and visits is
now available here.

Have a look and reserve your seat
for the workhops!

B e s T R . Looking forward to see you all
19:22 MAY'2026 there!

BBMRI.be in the picture

¥/l The latest edition of Science Connection by BELSPO features
. a
a spotlight on BBMRI.be, highlighting how we contribute to
strengthening biomedical research across Europe.

The article dives into:
The foundations of BBMRI-ERIC and BBMRI.be
The European impact of BBMRI.be
International collaborations enabled through BBMRI-ERIC
The essential role of Quality & Legislation
Future prospects

Read the full article here
Dutch version
French version
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